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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is in response to the communication filed on August 28, 2001 . 
Claims 1 - 95 were originally received for consideration. The preliminary amendment 
received on October 28, 2003 amended claims 1-95, and the amended versions of the 
claims are now being considered. 



Information Disclosure Statement 



2. An initialed and dated copy of the Applicant's IDS form 1499, received on 
October 27, 2003, is attached to this Office action. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1-95 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kuroda 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,707,774). 



Regarding claim 1, Kuroda discloses: 
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A method for outputting data read from a recording medium, comprising the 
steps of: 

decoding the data read from the recording medium (column 2 lines 47-53); 
embedding electronic watermark information in the decoded data when the 
decoded data is output as recording data (column 7 lines 36-45). 

Claim 2 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the steps of determining a 
type of the recording medium and changing said electronic watermark information 
based on the type of recording medium (column 7 line 64 - column 8 line 13). 

Claim 3, is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 2. Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 2, further comprising the step of embedding 
electronic watermark information indicating at least a first generation recording is 
allowed when the recording medium is a read-only recording medium (column 7 lines 5- 
20). 



Claim 4 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 3. Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 
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The method according to claim 3, further comprising the step of embedding 
electronic watermark information indicating recording is prohibited when the recording 
medium is a recordable recording medium (column 7 lines 5 - 20). 

Claim 5 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 2. Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 2, further comprising the step of embedding 
electronic watermark information indicating the data read from the recording medium 
when the recording medium is a read-only recording medium (column 19 lines 30-35). 

Claim 6 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 5. Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 5, further comprising the step of embedding 
electronic watermark information indicating the data is copied data when the recording 
medium is a recordable recording medium (column 19 lines 30-35). 

Claim 7 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 2. Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 2, wherein the type of recording medium is 
determined by determining whether a pit wobbling portion is present on the recording 
medium (column 3 line 58 - column 4 line 3). 
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Claim 8 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of not embedding 
said electronic watermark information in the decoded data when the decoded data is 
output as playback data (column 6 lines 13-28). 

Claim 9 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of embedding 
electronic watermark information for analog data in the decoded data when the decoded 
data is output in an analog format (column 7 lines 37 - 54). 

Claim 10 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 9. Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 9, wherein the decoded data is converted into an 
analog signal, and the electronic watermark information for analog data is embedded in 
the analog signal (column 7 lines 37-54). 

Claim 1 1 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 9. Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 
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The method according to claim 9, further comprising the step of determining the 
type of recording medium and changing the electronic watermark information for analog 
data based on the type of recording medium (column 7 line 64 - column 8 line 13). 

Claim 12 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 1 . Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 1 1 , further comprising the step of embedding 
electronic watermark information including at least first generation recording is allowed 
when the recording medium is a read-only recording medium (column 7 lines 5-20). 

Claim 13 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 12. Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 12, further comprising the step of embedding 
electronic watermark information indicating recording is prohibited when the recording 
medium is a recordable recording medium (column 7 lines 5 - 20). 

Claim 14 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 1 . Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 1 1 , further comprising the step of embedding 
electronic watermark information indicating the data read from the recording medium 
when the recording medium is a read-only recording medium (column 19 lines 30-35). 
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Claim 15 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 14. Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 14, further comprising the step of embedding 
electronic watermark information indicating the data is copied data when the recording 
medium is a recordable recording medium (column 19 lines 30-35). 

Claim 16 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the step of embedding 
electronic watermark information for digital data when the decoded data is output in a 
digital format as the recording data (column 7 lines 37 - 54). 

Claim 17 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 16. Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 16, further comprising the steps of determining a 
type of the recording medium and changing the electronic watermark information for 
digital data based on the type of recording medium (column 7 line 64 - column 8 line 
13). 



Claim 18 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 17. Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 
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The method according to claim 17, further comprising the step of embedding 
electronic watermark information indicating at least first generation recording is allowed 
when the recording medium is a read-only recording medium (column 7 lines 5-20). 

Claim 19 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 18. Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 18, further comprising the step of embedding 
electronic watermark information indicating recording is prohibited when the recording 
medium is a recordable recording medium (column 7 lines 5 - 20). 

Claim 20 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 17. Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 17, further comprising the step of embedding 
electronic watermark information indicating the data read from the recording medium 
when the recording medium is a read-only recording medium (column 19 lines 30-35). 

Claim 21 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 20. Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 20, further comprising the step of embedding 
electronic watermark information including the data is copied data when the recording 
medium is a recordable recording medium (column 19 lines 30-35). 



Application/Control Number: 09/940,710 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2131 

Claim 22 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of not embedding 
said electronic watermark information in the decoded data when an operating key is 
operated to give a playback command to execute a play back operation in an apparatus 
that has located thereon the recording medium (column 6 lines 13 - 28). 

Claim 23 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 22. Furthermore, Kuroda 
discloses: 

The method according to claim 22, further comprising the step of embedding said 
electronic watermark information in the decoded data when an operating key is 
operated to give a recording command to execute a recording operation in an apparatus 
that has loaded thereon the recording medium (column 7 lines 36-45). 

Regarding claim 24, Kuroda discloses: 

A data recording method comprising the steps of: 

determining whether electronic watermark information is detected from received 
data (column 7 lines 5-63); 

when the electronic watermark information is detected, executing a recording 
operation of the received data according to the detected electronic watermark 
information (column 7 lines 5-63); and 
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when the electronic watermark information is not detected, canceling the 
recording operation of the received data (column 8 lines 13 - 33). 

Claims 25 - 34 claim analogous subject matter to the method claims 1-23 rejected 
above, and therefore, are rejected following the same reasoning applied above. 

Regarding claim 35, Kuroda discloses: 

A method for outputting data read from a recording medium, comprising the 
steps of: 

detecting copy management information from the data read from the recording 
medium (column 7 line 64 - column 8 line 13); 

determining the detected copy management information (column 7 line 64 - 
column 8 line 13); and 

embedding electronic watermark information in the data read from the recording 
medium according to the determined copy management information when the data read 
from the recording medium is output as recording data (column 7 line 64 - column 8 line 
13). 

Claims 36 - 41 claim analogous subject matter to the method claims 1-23 rejected 
above, and therefore, are rejected following the same reasoning applied above. 

Regarding claim 42, Kuroda discloses: 
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A data output method comprising the steps of: 

determining a type of destination device to which data is output (column 9 line 33 
- column 10 line 48); 

determining whether the destination device is capable of transmitting and 
receiving the data in a secure state (column 9 line 33 - column 10 line 48); 

determining whether the destination device is a recording apparatus when it is 
determined that the destination device is capable of transmitting and receiving the data 
in a secure state (column 9 line 33 - column 10 line 48); 

determining copy management information attached to the data when it is 
determined that the destination device is a recording apparatus (column 7 line 64 - 
column 8 line 13); and 

embedding electronic watermark information in the data according to the 
determined copy management information (column 7 line 64 - column 8 line 13). 

Claims 43-47 claim analogous subject matter to the method claims 1-23 rejected above, 
and therefore, are rejected following the same reasoning applied above. 

Regarding claim 48, Kuroda discloses: 

An apparatus for playing back a recording medium, comprising: 

a head for reading data from the recording medium (column 7 line 64 - column 8 

line 13); 
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a decoder for decoding an output signal from said head (column 7 line 64 - 
column 8 line 13); and 

an adding unit for embedding electronic watermark information in the data from 
said decoder when the data from said decoder is output as recording data (column 7 
line 64 - column 8 line 13). 

Claims 49-67 claim analogous subject matter to the method claims 1-23 rejected above, 
and therefore, are rejected following the same reasoning applied above. 

Regarding claim 68, Kuroda discloses: 

A data recording apparatus comprising: 

a detector for detecting electronic watermark information from received data 

(column 7 lines 5-63); 

an encoder for encoding the received data (column 7 lines 5-63); and 

a controller for allowing the detected electronic watermark information from said 

detector to be decoded and for controlling a recording of the data from said encoder 

according to the decoded electronic watermark information (column 7 line 37 - column 

8 line 13). 

Claims 69- 79 claim analogous subject matter to the method claims 1-23 rejected 
above, and therefore, are rejected following the same reasoning applied above. 
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Regarding claim 80, Kuroda discloses: 

An apparatus for playing back a recording medium, comprising: 

a head for reading data from the recording medium (column 7 line 64 - column 8 

line 13); 

a detector for detecting copy management information from an output signal from 
said head medium (column 7 line 64 - column 8 line 1 3); and 

an adding unit for adding electronic watermark information according to the 
detected copy management information to the data read from the recording medium 
when the data read from the recording medium is output as recording data (column 7 
line 64 - column 8 line 13). 

Claims 81 - 95 claim analogous subject matter to the method claims 1-23 rejected 
above, and therefore, are rejected following the same reasoning applied above. 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kaveh Abrishamkar whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3786. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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